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H 08-02 Representative Gara 
January 7, 2009 

The subcommittee considered whether Representative Gara violated AS 
24.60.031(a)(l) by soliciting contributions for specific campaigns. This was a 
very close question. The subcommittee was concerned that by the listing of some 
candidates for state office but not all the candidates it could be interpreted that the 
solicitation was for the specific named candidates. This clearly would have been 
a violation of AS 24.60.031(a)(l). 

The subcommittee concluded that a close reading of the solicitation letter sent by 
Representative Les Gara, on behalf of the HDCC, would not support a 
determination that the solicitation was made for the named candidates. However, 
the letter did create an appearance of impropriety pursuant to AS 24.60.010(2), 

"The legislature finds that a fair and open government requires 
that legislators and legislative employees conduct the public's 
business in a manner that preserves the integrity of the 
legislative process and avoids conflicts of interest or even 
appearances of conflicts of interest." 

in that a less than thorough reading of the letter was very likely to leave the reader 
with the impression that the solicitation was being made for the specific named 
candidates. 

Adopted this 7th day of January 2008 
by a majority of the House Subcommittee 

Members Participating 
H. Conner Thomas, Co-Chair
Dennis (Skip) Cook
Gary J. Turner
Representative Bob Roses
Representative Mary Nelson

Members Absent 
Ann Rabinowitz 
Herman G. Walker, Jr. 
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H. Conner Thomas., Co-Chair

/s/


